
 

2020 – Was it all bad?  When reflecting on the year 2020 there is so 

much that could be said.  I am sure that it is a year that most people 

will not soon forget.  2020 was a year that broke the spirits of some 

people.  Yet, at the same time, it was a year that made many people 

stronger.  It gave some the urge to fight and some the urge to give up. 

But when we look back, what will we remember?  Will it all be negative 

memories, or will there be some positives too?   

When you think 2020 what do you think?  Do you think of the pandem-

ic, everything being shut down, social distancing, quarantining, wearing a mask, virtual learn-

ing, or toilet paper shortages? Well, that was a big part of the story from March 2020 to De-

cember 2020, but that’s not all that happened during 2020.  Let’s go over some of the positive 

things that happened in 2020.   

Early in 2020, NASA astronauts were launched into space aboard a SpaceX Falcon rocket.  This 

was the first time in nine years that astronauts were launched into space from U.S. soil.   The 

quarantine gave many families more time together with kids and adults learning and working 

from home.  Also, because so many people had so much more time at home, pet adoptions 

were higher than normal in 2020.  Many people were inspired to help others, like when the 

football great Tom Brady and professional golfer Phil Mickelson played a televised round of 

golf against the football legend Peyton Manning and professional golfer Tiger Woods. This golf 

match, which Manning and Woods won, raised $20 million for COVID-19 relief!  Plus, who can 

forget how a little app called TikTok blew up giving people a cure for boredom?  Anyone re-

member a 12-year-old named Keedron Bryant going viral for his empowering song about being 

a “Young Black Man”?   Or, how about celebrity Brad Pitt cheering up people with a joke?  

Even with all the bad that happened in 2020, there was still some good in the world.  When 

you look back at the crazy year that 2020 was, hopefully you will have some good memories 

along with the gloom and doom.   

The Stemmers 

Run Navigator 

2020:  A Year in Review   
N’Naya Simmons Grade 7 

Spr i ng  2021  



Hey everybody, do you like a fun-

ny movie with a good story?  Well, 

if you answered yes, and you have 

not already seen it, this might be 

one you should check out. 

 

Soul is an animated film from the 

Disney PIXAR Studios. The movie 

is about a man named Joe Garden-

er who has a passion for music. 

Joe is a middle school music teach-

er, but his dream was to perform his jazz music live onstage.  Joe’s dream was 

about to come true after impressing other jazz musicians during an act at the Half 

Note Club.  He got a gig, but while he was walking home to celebrate, he fell down a 

maintenance hole.  This is where the story gets interesting.  

  

Joe finds himself as a soul heading into the “Great Beyond.” Not wanting to die just 

yet he escapes the conveyer pathway and then finds his way into the “Great Before.” 

Soul consolers all named Jerry greet him. Joe poses as an instructor who must train 

young souls and is given a soul number 22, a very bratty young soul who thinks 

there is no purpose for going to earth.  

 

The two travel to a place called “the zone” where they meet Moonwind, a sign twirl-

er who rescues lost souls. They ask Moonwind to put Joe back into his body and 

Moonwind agrees. When Joe goes back to earth, he accidently takes 22 with him.  

But it doesn’t end there! There is a mix up and 22 ends up in Joe’s body and Joe 

ends up in a cat's body. After exploring New York City 22 decides she wants to live 

and that she does not want to switch back into a different body, so she runs away.  

Eventually she is caught by one of the Jerrys.  22 ends up earning her earth badge, 

but Joe says it is only because she was in his body. Even though she is angry about 

it, 22 gives the badge to Joe so he can perform his gig. Afterwards, Joe knows he 

was wrong and realizes 22 is now a lost soul. 

 

So, what happens next?  Well, I don’t want to give away the whole story so you will 

have to check it out for yourself.  I really liked the movie and I think you will too.  

“SOUL” MOVIE REVIEW 
By Madeline Forster 6th Grade 
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Alright, so we have been in quarantine for a long time.  And even though more things 

are finally starting to reopen, we are now over a year into this, that’s over 365 days! It 

seems to be getting more and more boring and we are running out of things to do 

locked up in our homes! But do not fear fellow homo sapiens, for this article is going 

to give you some things to do during your quarantine to brighten things up in your 

homes!  

First off, just go spend time with your family in your free time! 

You could play a board game or maybe some other multiplay-

er game.  Maybe you could even convince them to play 

Among Us. You could even come up with your own board 

game with a younger sibling and play it with them. Your 

younger sibling might enjoy it even if you don’t. Another 

thing you could do is learn how to play a card game like Rummy, Spades, Hearts, etc.  

You could go for a walk around your neighborhood or local 

park.  If you have a dog, bring your dog too! Just be care-

ful because your dogs can get COVID-19 too so take extra 

precautions! If you don’t want to go and walk in your 

neighborhood or walk in a park, then play with your pets 

and siblings outside! We all probably need the fresh air 

and break from our screens. You will get in some exercise 

too! 

 

Another thing you could do is just start an indoor gar-

den! Go to a Home Depot and buy a houseplant or in-

door plant. If you have experience with plants and are 

willing to keep caring for one try a bonsai! They are 

difficult to care for, expensive, but you will most likely 

keep them for your entire life if you know how to care 

for them! They are very fun to have and purify air in 

your home.  

Quarantine Boredom Strikes Back!  

By– Hana Rogers, Gr 7 
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S p r i n g  2 0 2 1  

 Heyyyyy SRMS! It’s Ella here 

with a new recipe and some back-

ground about the food that I am writ-

ing about in this article!  

 Do you like French Toast?  

Have you ever tried making your own 

French toast? Well, if you like it and 

don’t already have your own recipe, 

then I’ve got the perfect recipe for you!  

 But first, let us start with some 

history of this dish. Did you know that French toast was not created in America? It 

was created in France.  Go figure, French toast created in France.  Who would have 

guessed that?  Although, in France, they don’t call it French toast.  There it is called 

“Pain Perdu”. Actually, it is called many different things in different parts of the 

world! For example, in Rome it is called “Pan Duleis” and in England it is called “Lost 

Bread”.  American’s first got the taste of French Toast when an innkeeper named, 

“Joseph” replicated the dish in 1724! That’s a long time ago! In Scotland, French 

toast is eaten like a sandwich with two or more pieces of sausage between the bread. 

One more thing… National French toast day is November 28th!! 

 Now time for My French Toast Recipe.  Hope you enjoy! 

Ingredients needed:  
6 thick slices bread 
2 eggs 
⅔ cup milk 
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
Pinch of salt for taste 

 

Step 1: 
Beat together egg, milk, salt, cinnamon and vanilla. 
 

Step 2:  
Heat a lightly oiled griddle or skillet over medium-high heat. 
 

Step 3: 
Dunk each slice of bread in egg mixture, soaking both sides. Place in pan and cook on both 
sides until golden. Serve hot. 

Ella’s Cooking Corner - French Toast 
BY : Ella Maddalone 
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Before you read this story, 
I’m going to tell you what this 
game, Among Us,  is about. You 
are a person on a ship, and you are 
either an imposter or a crewmate. If 
you are a crewmate that means 
you must do tasks around the ship. 
If you are an imposter you have to 
sabotage the tasks of the crew-
mates and try to kill everyone off 
one by one. If someone sees the 
dead body after the imposter 
strikes, he or she can report it.  
Then everyone else discusses who 
they think the imposter is and they 
can call for a vote to determine who 
they think is the imposter. However, 
sometimes they skip the vote. The 
imposter can move quickly across 
the ship using vents. If someone 
watches the imposter vent or kill 
they can call an emergency meet-
ing and discuss what they saw then 
they can vote. With all that being 
said, enjoy the story! 

The screen pops up to 
show that blue is a crewmate. Eve-
rybody starts out at the cafeteria 
then rushes out to do tasks. Every-
one is anxious about the fact that 
there is an imposter Among Us. 
Blue goes straight to admin along 
with Lime and Pink. Once there, 
Blue swipes his card then rushes 
off to electrical. While Blue is in 
electrical doing wires Brown walks 
in and goes next to him to calibrate 
the distributor. Blue finishes his 
tasks and moves over to the down-
load task. Brown starts to walk near 
Blue but just then Red walks in. 
Blue gets out of there as fast as he 
can.  He walks towards the reactor 
but in the hallway, he sees Cyan’s 
body. He rushes over to report it.  

 “Where?” Pink asks. 
 “Where?” Brown asks.  
Blue replies, “The hallway 

in between the reactor and security”.  
Lime says, “I think Brown 

came from there but I'm not too 
sure”.  Blue tells them about what 
happened in electrical. “Hmm,” Pur-
ple says, “That's suspicious”.  

“Listen guys,” Brown says, 
“I moved toward Blue because I had 
the divert power task”. Everybody 
believes him and with voting time 
running out everyone skips. There 
was just one thing Blue was still 
confused about. If Brown was doing 
a task, wouldn't he have moved 
away when Red walked in?  

Blue and Red end up both 
going to the reactor. Blue does his 
task and Red does his. Then the 
lights start to get dimmer and dim-
mer. Blue hears the vent open and 
close.  When the lights come back 
on, Red is dead! Blue immediately 
reports the body. 

  The only people left in the 
game are Blue, Purple, Pink, Brown, 
and Lime. “Blue sus” Brown says.  

“What!?” Blue demands 
“How!?” 

 “This is the second time 
you have reported a body in a row” 
Brown proclaims.  

“So what, It's not my fault I 
keep finding them after you kill 
them!” Blue says defending himself.  

“Can someone watch me 
scan?” Pink asks.  

“Sure,” Blue says.  
With only 10 seconds left to 

vote Blue and Pink vote for Brown.  
Purple and Lime vote for Blue.  
Brown skips the vote. 

Blue and Pink go to Med 
Bay and sure enough Pink scans. 
Blue realizes that he has the same 
task as her.  When Pink is done 
Blue scans too. After that Pink and 
Blue stay together and go to naviga-
tion. Once there, Blue does wires 
and Pink does the download task. 
Then they both go to admin to do 
their upload tasks. Blue walks away 
from Pink so he can do wires in stor-
age. Then suddenly, another body 
gets reported. This time it is Lime's 
body!  

“Where?” Pink and Blue 
ask at the same time.  

“O2,” purple responds.  

“Well, Pink is safe,” Blue 
says.  

“Blue is safe,” Pink says.  
“I think it’s Brown,” Blue 

says.  
“I agree,” Pink responds.  
“I think it’s Blue,” Purple 

says, completely ignoring the fact 
that Pink already said Blue was 
safe.  

“I think it's Blue too," Brown 
says.  

"You aren't listening to me 
Purple! I told you I watched Blue 
scan!” pink says angrily. Voting time 
is up and there are two votes for 
Blue and two votes for Brown. 

Blue heads to security for 
his last task. It's a wire task which 
should be easy. When he finishes 
the task a dead body gets reported. 
It's Pink! Brown was the one who 
reported the body and he said he 
found it in navigation.  

“I know you think it's me, 
Blue, but it's not. I really truly think 
it's Purple!” Brown says desperate-
ly.  

“Oh c'mon, Blue. Don’t 
believe Brown. He’s lying! I think it's 
him!” Purple says defending him-
self. Blue takes a few seconds to 
process what’s going on then he 
comes to a conclusion. 

“I think it’s Purple!” Blue 
says. “Last round Purple thought it 
was me but as soon as Brown said 
it was him, Purple wanted to vote 
out Brown. I haven’t even seen Pur-
ple around the ship! He must have 
been venting around. And, when 
Red was killed I heard the vent 
open and close. It has to be Pur-
ple!” Blue says.  

Two votes for Purple one 
vote for Brown. The imposter was 
Purple! Brown was right! “I'm so 
sorry for thinking it was you, 
Brown,” Blue says apologizing.  

“It's ok, it's just a game 
after all, '' Brown says.    

                 The End 

Among Us: The Story   
By– Breionna McDonald, Gr 6 



Everything you need to know about the NFL Playoffs 

By Reese Pinnell 
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 Anybody else miss football season?  Do you 

find yourself feeling like something is missing 

from your Sunday afternoons or Monday eve-

nings?  Well, even though it has been a while 

since football season, here is some news about 

what happened in the NFL playoffs that might 

get you thirsty for some football in the future. 

 So, as you might remember, the Ravens 

needed a strong finish to the regular season in order to make the playoffs.   And finish 

strong they did, winning five straight games against the Dallas Cowboys, Cleveland 

Browns, Jacksonville Jaguars, New York Giants and the Cincinnati Bengals.  This gave 

them an overall record of 11 wins and 5 losses, good enough to clinch a playoff spot.  

 The first match up of the playoffs, in the wildcard round, was against the Tennes-

see Titans.  Now that might sound familiar because the Ravens played the Titans in the 

playoffs a year earlier and lost.  No win for the Titans this year!  The Ravens came into 

the game looking as if they were fired up and ready to beat these Titans, and they did.  

It looked like they just got one of the best Ray Lewis speeches they had ever heard.    

  Now let’s talk about the game. In the 1st quarter the Ravens defense came out 

and had a lot of good stops. The offense did their part too.  The Ravens rushing game 

was good, like it almost always is, and Lamar Jackson and J.K. Dobbins both scored 

touchdowns.  Plus, Justin Tucker added 2 field goals and a couple of extra points.  In 

the end of the 4th quarter, Marcus Peters intercepted the ball and allowed the Ravens to 

run out the clock! The score at the end of the game was 20-13 and the Ravens WON!!!  

After the win the Ravens advanced to play the Buffalo Bills. 

  So, the divisional round against the Bills was a tough game.  The weather was 

not helping anyone that day, especially kickers.  It was so extremely windy that day 

that the Ravens kicker, Justin Tucker, who rarely misses, actually missed two kicks.  

The final score of the game was 3-17 and the Ravens suffered a devastating loss. In the 

NFL playoffs that’s all it takes to knock you out, one loss, so the Ravens were then elim-

inated.   It might make you feel better to 

know that the Bills didn’t make it to the Su-

per Bowl either.  There were two other teams 

and some guy named Tom Brady was on the 

winning team, but who cares.  Right?  Lets 

look forward to next year and a Ravens Super 

Bowl win.  GO RAVENS!!!! 




